Testicular immunosuppressive protein.
Auto-, allo- and xenografts of various endocrine tissues survive for prolonged periods in the testicular interstitium. The reason for transplant survival outside the blood-testis barrier has been obscure. In the present paper we describe a high molecular weight (Mr = 130,000), heat- and pH-labile immunosuppressive factor with an isoelectric point of 6.3-7.3 in extracellular fluid collected from the rat testicular interstitium. The results show that the testicular immunosuppressive agent is not a steroid, but a protein. This testicular immunosuppressive protein may contribute to the immune privilege in the testicular interstitium.